
READING: PAGES 196 TO 198 

d to Peter, and not to successors of Peter, i f  it 

es upon his power over it afterwards by whom it was told" 
- Elpis Israel, page 197. 

The importance of this subject may 
be gauged by the fact that Brother 
Thomas devotes some twenty pages to 
refuting this claim, and to establishing 
the true significance of Christ's words 
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purpose of the ed the truth to king Agrippa: ''Havm 
"keys": "The mys- therefore obtained help of God, I con, 
tery of the king- tinue unto this day, witnessing both - 
dom, then, has small and great, saying none other , 
been made known, things than those which the prophet* 
and we find that it and Moses did say should come: that 
had relation to the Christ should suffer, and that he s h o u  
sufferingsof Christ; be the first that should rise from the 
and repentance, dead, and should show light unto the 
remission of sins, people, and to the Gentiles ... King 
and eternal life in Agrippa, believest thou the prophets'?" 
his name, to the (Acts 26:22-23.271 
Jews first and 
afterwards to the 
Gentiles" (pp. 
196-197). Hence, 
it i s  said of the 
apostle Paul that, 

"as his manner was, [he] went in unto 
them [Jews in the synagogue] and three 
sabbath days reasoned with them out of 
the Scriptures, opening and alleging 
that Christ must needs have suffered, 
and risen again from the dead; and that 
this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is 
Christ" (Acts 17:2-3). 

From this brief statement it is evi- 
dent that to comprehend the signifi- 
cance of "the keys" to the kingdom it is 
necessary to understand who Jesus 
was, why it was necessary for him to 
suffer, why God raised him from the 
dead, and how he became the Christ 
(lit. Gr.). The long succession of popes 

.have remained ignorant concerning the 
nature and sacrifice of Christ and the 
purpose Yahweh will realise through 
him. They fail to apprehend that he was 
both Son of David and Son of God 
(and not the second member of a ficti- 
tious triune God). For these reasons 
alone it i s  not possible that the so- 
called "infallible'1 popes have any 
means of unlocking the true gospel to 
their followers. 

Paul repeatedly affirmed his posi- 
tion in relation to drawing men and 
women towards the only "entrance" 
into "the everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior" (2Pet. 1:ll). He stat- 

' 
In referring to the prophecy or 

Daniel (9:24), Brother Thomas 
declares: "When the 'point of timg 8 

drew nigh for 'the finishing of 

had the least reason to exalt himself 
above his brethren as 'prince of the 
apostles'), as the depository of the keys 
of the Mysteries of the Kingdom 
God. This highly honored individual ; 
was Simon Peter, son of Jonas.. ." (p. , 
197). 

Peter's Full Conversion 
Such is the weakness of the fl 

Peter had "denied his master with o 
and curses." His Lord, however, 
not cast  him aside because of 

was aware that 

behold, Satan hath desired to have 



spoken of by the Lord in 
was a figurative term to 

e, creating a bewildering 
ch was beyond their com- 

quite confident of his 

heaven: and whatso- 
nd on earth shall be 
and whatsoever thou 

No Entry Without Key 
The interpretation placed upon 

these words by the Roman Church is 
beyond credence. To suggest that any- 
thing the pope decrees to be law on 
earth must also be respected as law in 
heaven, is outrageous and blasphe- 
mous. In this passage, as in ch. 18:18, 
the Greek text has the passive partici- 
ple, and should be rendered "whatsoev- 
er thou shalt bind on earth has already 
been bound in heaven., , " 

With these words the Lord told 
Peter that everything he would pro- 
claim and teach in the name of the 
risen Christ, to "unlock" the means of 
entry into the kingdom to both Jew and 
Gentile, would be precisely in accord 
with the divine, or heavenly, Will. In 
other words, Peter was required to 
speak forth the Word of God. 

A key is used to unlock a door. The 
door will give entry to a place other- 
wise inaccessible. Without the correct 
key there can be no means of entry. 

It is claimed that the popes have 
had handed down to them from Peter a 
"set of keys." The pope of the day car- 
ries these around with him; but where 
are the doors and locks which the keys 
have allegedly been designed to fit? 
Like the doctrine of the trinity, it is "a 
great mystery." No one seems to know 
the answer! 

Quite apart from the absurdity of 
the papal concept of "the keys of 
Peter," there are the simple Scriptural 
facts of the matter. Brother Thomas 
says: "The keys were promised to 
Peter, and not to successors of Peter, if 
it were possible for him to have them 
in such an office ... The custody of the 
keys by a successor of Peter is the most 
farcical assumption that ever poor 
crazy mortals were guilty of." He then 
goes on to show that once Peter had 
used the keys, as he began to do on the 
day of Pentecost when the gospel was 
publicly preached for the first time in 
the name of the risen Christ, the way to 



the kingdom of God was opened, and 
all who responded could find entrance 
thereto. Moreover, once the door had 
been opened to some, they were able to 
show the way to others. "All the 
world" may have found and followed 
"the way," if they had a mind to do so. 

To suggest that none gain admit- 
tance to the kingdom of God unless 
some kindly pope feels disposed to 
use the "keys" on their behalf, provid- 
ed they please him, is to place the 
pope above God. Only a person who 
is "drunk" with the "wine" of the 
apostasy would succumb to such 
ungodly theology (Rev. 17:2; 18:3). 

Teachers Who Remove "The Key" 
Brother Thomas presents an 

impressively valid line of reasoning: 
"Had Peter, instead of using the keys, 
hid them till his death-hour, and then 
imparted them to a single person, this 
individual might truly be said to have 
'succeeded to the keys.' But this he did 
not, dared not, do. He communicated 
them to such multitudes of Jews and 
Gentiles that they became the common 
property of the world." He then states 
that only men devoid of the Truth and 
moved by impure and ungodly motives 
would "conceive of the possibility of a 
transfer of the keys of the Mysteries of 
the Kingdom of Heaven to a successor; 
especially to such a succession of impi- 
ous impostors as the prophets of the 
Roman See" (pp. 197-198). 

A number of references are then 
made to the significant usage of the 
word "key" in Scripture. The reader 
should consider such passages as Isa. 
22:22; Lk. 1152; Rev. 1:18; 3:7; 9:l; 
20:l). In these passages the word "key" 
is used in relation to knowledge, 
power, discernment, authority. 

The word "key" may be scripturally 
understood as relating to: the knowl- 
edge of the Word; the power of the 
Word in action; discernment of the 
vital issues in preserving the Truth, 
together with the dangers and chal- 

lenges of the times; the authority of the 
Word, which should be spoken forth 
without fear or favor. 

I 
Where were these ~ o m m e n d a b [ ~  , 

attributes to be found in Israel when 
the Lord began his ministry? ~ r o t h ~ :  
Thomas says that "the unhappy 
tion of the Jewish nation at the appear- 
ing of Jesus" was due in large measure 
to the fact that those who should hiive 
been teachers, by word and example, 
had "taken away the KEY OF KNOWL. 
EDGE." The Lord said of these men 1 
who abused their positions: "Ye 
entered not in yourselves [to the king- 
dom], and them that were entering in, 
ye hindered" (Lk. 1152)- 

Relating such oitiable condition-, tn .- 

the mode; world, Brother Thomas i 
says that "all the nations at the present 
time" are in the same state, "against 
whom the kingdom is shut by clerical 
traditions." 

The Noahic Era 
A Warning for Today 

The long and largely undistin- 
guished history of Israel provides a 
grave warning to the Brotherhood. 
How easily "the key" to the saving 
power of the gospel may be "taken 
away" -firstly through weakening the 
point of doctrine, then casting it aside 
as being of little importance. 

In these present evil days the eccle- a 
sias struggle for survival against pres- 
sures from within and without. ~ccord-  
ing to the Son of God, these are days 
antitypical of the days of Noah (Lk. 
17:26). Of that epoch, Brother Thomas 
remarks that "a spirit of liberalism had 
arisen among the sons and daughters of 
Seth, the result of an expiring faith. 
How did such an appalling falling away 
occur? "It is probable that the 
and example of the sons of God had 
considerably modified the original imp1' 
ety of the Cainites so as to bring thing5 
to a similar state to that observable iD * 

our day. Sects between whom the1' 
were no more dealings in their beg* 



coming of the seed of 
the woman in the 
nature of fallen man 
had been fulfilled. 
All the types and 
shadows had become 
substance and reality. 
The Messiah, Son of 
David and Son  of 
God, had died and 
been raised to heav- 
enly glory at the right 
hand of his Father. 
His first earthly mis- 
sion had been accom- 
plished in perfect 
harmony with the 
will of his Father. 
Who, then, would be 
charged with reveal 
thesethings? 

The most important "key" of 
knowledge ever to be delivered into the 
hands of men was ready for imparting 
to both Jew and Gentile. 

Peter was commissioned to use the 
"keys" - first to the Jew and then to 
the Gentile - that the light of the one 
true saving gospel might be shed abroad 
upon men and women everywhere, pro- 
vided they had "ears to hear." 

Let the reader take careful note of 
Brother Thomas' observation: "Oh, 
that men could be induced now to 
devote themselves to the study of the 
scriptures, without regard to articles, 
creeds, confessions, and traditions!" 
This earnest plea reveals that he did not 
consider himself to be the founder of a 
new religious sect, or one to be eievat- 
ed a s  an inspired authority. He  
appealed to men and women to "study 
the scriptures" and acknowledge no 
other source of authority. His entreaty 
has continued to be voiced abroad for 
almost one and a half centuries. 

How many will be numbered with 
him in the day of the Lord's appearing? 

-John Ullman. 


